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DR. MALKA

Hello, I’'m Dr. Amaleya Goneos-Malka, welcome to ‘Womanity — Women in
Unity’. The show that celebrates prominent and ordinary African Women’s
milestone achievements in their struggles for liberation, self-emancipation,
human rights, democracy, racism, socio-economic class division and gender
based violence.

DR. MALKA

Joining us in studio today is songwriter and guitarist Amanda Black who was
born and bred in South Africa’s Eastern Cape; she came into the public light in
2015 when she participated in South African Idols, a reality music competition.
In 2016 she released her debut album “Amazulu” which went platinum in just
three weeks, that equates to selling more than 40,000 copies. On the academic
side Amanda graduated from the Nelson Mandela Metropolitan University in
Port Elizabeth with a diploma in music studies. Welcome to the show!

MS AMANDA
BLACK

Hi thanks for having me, how are you?

DR. MALKA

Very well and we are very happy that you’ve come into studio today to share
some of your beginnings and current and also future.

MS AMANDA
BLACK

Thank you so much.

DR. MALKA

To start with can you tell us more about your music, so what style do you feel
more close to and which singer’s music inspired you when you were growing
up?

MS AMANDA
BLACK

Well 1 would classify my music as soul music, you know I’'m doing Afro
Soul and the type of music that I listen to you can actually hear in my music
or growing up | listened to Witney Houston, Brenda Fassi you know and in
my teenage years, more older years | listened to Thaniswa Mazwai,
Simphiwe Dana and you can hear a little bit of Beyoncé you know in the
way | sing and in actually my style of singing as well; Jennifer Hudson and
all of those are mainly, basically I mean on the Afro Pop side it will be your
Brenda Fassi and Afro Soul with Simphiwe Dana and then on the R & B
where you’ll find now the soul is your Whitney Houston and your Jennifer
Hudson and your Beyoncé.

DR. MALKA

A very eclectic mix and it sounds like a great fusion and | always think that
there’s an interesting dynamic where you’ve got the old and you’ve got the new,
so going from a Whitney Houston to a Beyoncé and getting that blend in
between them...

MS AMANDA
BLACK

...YES....

DR. MALKA

....It’s hard to get right.

MS AMANDA
BLACK

Well I mean, I mean growing up | have a lot of infused experiences so that’s
where also the experiences as well contribute to how the music is so
different and also ‘cause I’m...1I like to say I’m an old soul in the .....because
of the type of music that | listen to, also in the way | interpret life, so in my
music you’ll see the way | interpret my music is kind of....people don’t
expect that I’m 23, they’re always shocked ‘cause they’re like “what....all of
this is coming from a 23 year old?” So yeah...

DR. MALKA

Can you tell us more about your writing process, so what sparks the creativity?




MS AMANDA
BLACK

It all depends on how | feel at that moment you know. | know when | was
writing Amazulu | was in a very you know vulnerable sort of...it was the
point of growth where | was feeling like | was just expressing everything |
was feeling at the moment; where | was coming from with the music, how |
was feeling, so the writing process for me is always based on my
experiences whether it’s past or present and how | feel so if...like for
instance if you say a word and say Amanda write a song about it and then
I’ll hear music and then I’ll just sit there and I’ll be like ahhh and then 1’d
rather you know, dwell in it and start feeling it, that’s where the words
come from is when | actually start expressing myself.

DR. MALKA

You mentioned Amazulu and | have to say | watched a video clip and | listened
to the song and | have to admit | shed a few tears.

MS AMANDA
BLACK

Wow....

DR. MALKA

This....it’s a story of so many young girls that going through a process, going
through falling pregnant at school, being almost discarded but then the beauty of
what was the change in terms of the character......

MS AMANDA
BLACK

..... the triumph...

DR. MALKA

....exactly, triumphing over it, having her child, continuing with her education
and coming out on top, I thought it was so powerful.

MS AMANDA
BLACK

Yes, thank you so much, it’s not actually my story but I relate to that story
a lot because | have people around me, friends, that have been through it
and | know of a lot of ....it°’s happened so much in South Africa.....

DR. MALKA

....exactly....

MS AMANDA
BLACK

..... that you know the second person might know somebody, it might even
be that person’s story so | kind of decided not to centralise it around me
rather than | like to tell stories, so we decided to tell the story with the
video and to just touch on things that a lot of people are going through at
the moment.

DR. MALKA

But I loved the upliftment component in terms of you can achieve, you can do
it, but it comes back to me on the vain of education on just how important
education is, you’ve got a qualification, it’s not just you’ve come into the music
and you’re just here to do music. You’ve got credibility and credentials behind
you, your foundation to support it and | think that often when girls are at a
particular point in their life or crossroads, deciding what they do, should they
study, should they just get a job that this is an important area of making a
decision.

MS AMANDA
BLACK

Yeah, no definitely it is. It definitely is, for me deciding to study wasn’t... it
was basically my mom encouraging me to go get an education ‘cause |
studied and | finished matric and | was like I wanna go sing and my mom
was like no, you need to get an education, if you want to do music go study
music then and that was my first choice is that if I’m going to study further,
if I’m going to equip myself you know with knowledge | wanna do it in
what I love to do so | went to study music and it has helped me, | watched
myself grow from the little girl 18 year old where | didn’t know the basis or
the background of music, I just loved to sing so for that for me it made me
stronger, vocally I understand how the voice works, I understand | can
teach somebody else, you know, so it really helped a lot.

DR. MALKA

So it definitely helped from your side and what would be your message to
people who when they come to that crossroads and go what should I do, what
would your influence be there?




MS AMANDA
BLACK

I always tell people to follow their dreams, at the same time you need to
back it up. You need...if your passion...whatever passion, people are
passionate to be doctors, people are passionate to be teachers, whatever
passion that you love or whatever you’re passionate about put some effort
into your craft like go study it, perfect it, master it and sometimes and most
of the time the only way to do that more than practice is actually to study it
and understand the inner workings of it and | always say that if you want
to be great at what you do you need...you need to perfect your craft and you
need to study it, understand it and that’s through education.

DR. MALKA

Absolutely.

MS AMANDA
BLACK

Yeah...

DR. MALKA

Music’s always been a huge inspiration to people across the world, from
whatever socio-economic class they fall into or geography, but occasionally it
has been exploited for influence or exploited to influence political and social
agendas around the world; how do you see the role of musicians in that regard?

MS AMANDA
BLACK

Ah man unfortunately it has been...music has been part of political you
know fights or wars or whatever and it’s also very fortunate because music
is so powerful that it carries across all the boundaries and that’s...it’s so
universal in that way. For me the role of musicians is to...for me, my role is
to inspire, so now if you’re going to say that politically....no, no, no, political
is to do with people right, it’s to do with people, for me music’s role is to
change people’s lives through music, it’s actually...more plainly put it’s to
touch. If music can make you angry; that’s a feeling, if music can make
you sad; that’s a feeling, if the...the best obviously if music can make you
feel love, if music can make you feel happy; that’s an achievement ‘cause
music is supposed to make you feel something, make you want to do
something. If you wanna to cry, you wanna punch a wall, that’s how
powerful music is and | think it’s often misused, it is misused but there’s a
lot of artists and there’s a lot of instances where music is actually used in a
positive way and | wanna be one of those artists where my music is used to
be positive, to make a positive impact in people’s lives.

DR. MALKA

And when we’re talking about the positivity and other people’s lives, to be a
musician and to be successful you’ve got to have a fan base that support you,
that buy into you, they understand who you are, they love your music but at the
same token there comes tremendous responsibilities from your side in terms of
feeding this base; can you share with us a few of the responsibilities?

MS AMANDA
BLACK

Man...it’s...it’s understanding the people that are listening to music,
understanding...in fact you need to know who you are as an artist because
whatever you....like you said it’s a big responsibility, like if 1 were to go on
social media right now and say something negative, you know, or I could
drop a song that is negative, my fan base knowing very well that | have
inspired people through Amazulu to be you know Amazulu and then |
decide you know what I wanna say something else. That’s a responsibility
and l...and that’s a lot of people’s lives that | know that | have influenced
and | have inspired and now | decide to say something negative, | know
very well that’s going to change the way people think ‘cause that’s music,
it’s so powerful that it can do that so the responsibility is so big that we as
musicians need to realise that whatever we say, however you know, the way
we say things, whatever....unfortunately we are in the public eye and the
way our lives are...we need to make sure that...that’s why we need to keep
our lives private, you know, our personal lives need to be private because
unfortunately we are not perfect but at the same time we need to show
people that we are not perfect and we are human beings and that’s the only




way to inspire ‘cause people when they relate to you it’s easier for them to
say “l wanna be like her” or “I wanna think like her, | wanna be positive, |
wanna do this”, so man yo, music...being a musician has a big
responsibility.

DR. MALKA But it is hard work and its part of....

MS AMANDA | ...itis a lot of hard work....

BLACK

DR.MALKA ....I guess it’s also part of the reward and being a positive role model to younger
people or anyone in fact who’s listening to you....

MS AMANDA | ..... yes, listening to the music....

BLACK

DR. MALKA ....and looking up to what you’re doing.

MS AMANDA | Yeah.

BLACK

DR. MALKA On the music stance have you had an opportunity to work in Africa or
collaborate with other musicians on the continent?

MS AMANDA | Unfortunately not yet, not yet but definitely I’'m looking to expand my

BLACK brand and to basically expand the sound, the music, ‘cause to collaborate
with different types of sounds. We’ve got a lot of talent in Africa you know,
we’ve got a lot of different types of different sounds that belong to a specific
you know, tribal people you know and | wanna explore that and | wanna
infuse my style, | wanna take somebody else’s and put it together so | can’t
wait to collaborate with more of the you know northern African countries,
you know or neighbouring countries, I’'m so excited to do that and
obviously that will go with growth, I’m still new in the industry and I've a
lot..you know a long way to go, so not yet but definitely man in the near
future, definitely.

DR. M ALKA And | think with those collaborations it also gives you the exposure of
partnering with someone else from a different country to help expand your
music into their environment....

MS AMANDA | yes...into their environment.....

BLACK

DR. MALKA | ... so their fans have the sound and understand who Amanda Black is too...

MS AMANDA | ....definitely...

BLACK

DR. MALKA ....50 it’s a great amplifier.

MS AMANDA | Yes.

BLACK

DR. MALKA We look forward to hearing more about when those collaborations take place.

DR. MALKA Today we’re talking to songwriter and guitarist Amanda Black.

AD BREAK

DR. MALKA You are listening to “Womanity — Women in Unity” on Channel Africa, the
voice of the African perspective, on frequency 9625 KHz on the 31 meter band,
also available on DSTV, channel 902. Today we’re talking to songwriter and
guitarist Amanda Black; we would love to receive your comments on
Twitter:@WomanityTalk.

DR. MALKA In the previous segment of the conversation we spoke about some of the early

influences in Amanda’s career ranging through from the likes of Whitney
Houston to Brenda Fassie to Thandiswa Mazwai and more recently to the likes
of Beyoncé and how those collaborations have infused and helped her create her
sound. We also spoke about the influencing effects of music and the power that
it has on the people that listen to it and also in terms of its role in political
discourses as well as social components and its capacity to traverse across
multiple boundaries and touch people on their emotions, whether it’s anger,




whether it’s happiness, whether it’s sadness, whether it’s love.

DR. MALKA

Amanda coming back into the show now our programme “Womanity — Women
in Unity” is all about gender equality which increasingly is becoming more and
more a global focus and as such building female leadership is important not just
for the future of women in South Africa or across the continent but 1’d say the
entire world; how do you see female leadership, whether it’s in parliament,
schools, businesses, the entertainment industry or any other field for that
matter?

MS AMANDA
BLACK

The way | see it, it’s very important | think for even young people to see
young people to see women in leadership. Like you see your mother you
know, you see your aunt, you see...for me when I look at women leadership
you know it inspires, it makes me...it’s such an important thing to empower
let me say young women because we wanna big things you know and
unfortunately in some of our societies and in some of our communities it’s
not really promoted you know for women to be leaders; for women to take
charge; for young girls to know and say I know what | want in this world
and 1’m going to achieve it by doing this and that and by being, you know,
leading my own life basically. So for me it’s a very important role | think
in many...in many spaces let’s say for now for me in the entertainment
industry, when you see women who are actually taking control, you know,
of their own lives, it’s such an empowering thing because you can see...you
know when you take control and you’re like; this is my life and this and
this will happen like this because this is how | see fit. | feel like women are
very intuitive and that’s the best thing, one of the best things about being a
woman is our intuition and how we are so driven by our experiences and
our, you know, what’s that feeling that you always know and trusting your
gut and | feel like that’s a very important part of being a woman leader
because it’s more than just saying okay, these are the rules and let’s follow
them, it’s more than that ‘cause we’re very nurturing, we’re very caring
and | think our decisions are based on that..around that and also with the
rules and the regulations.

DR. MALKA

You spoke about your mom, you spoke about your aunt, | think...well one of the
elements is about having those role models that are visible because that allows
you to then look up to....

MS AMANDA
BLACK

...YES...

DR. MALKA

...50 across society who would you say is someone that you would aspire to
from a leadership point of view; a strong woman?

MS AMANDA
BLACK

I’ve always....I’m going to be very cliché, 1’ve always looked up to my mom
and | think I’ve not necessarily looked outside of my family more especially
because I know my mom and I’ve seen her every step, I’ve seen her
weaknesses, 1’ve seen every part of her because when | was growing up I’ve
had to look at that; she’s my mom. Not that | was, you know, looking very
you know attentively but growing up | had to understand her. As a
teenager didn’t really understand her, didn’t want to understand her, you
understand what 1’m saying? So growing up now when I start actually you
know understanding myself is when | actually realised my mom is such a
strong woman, you know, and there are a lot of women in leadership that
you would look up to, you know, in parliament, in the entertainment
industry when you’re like people...women are now you know CEQO’s and
you’d see them; the confidence...l forgot to mentioned that, that’s one of
the things that are very evident in a woman leader, it’s the confidence
whereas you know follow me, it’s to inspire to follow me and my mom is
that person for me, I’ve always looked up to her and | see a lot of her in




myself, does that make sense? Yes, I see a lot of myself...no, no, no...I see a
lot of her in me now that I’m growing up and it inspires me to be more.

DR. MALKA

You said something very important a few moments ago, you said being in
control because then you, you’re pushing the buttons, you’re taking charge and
you’ve got your tract, your destiny of where you want to go and you’re driving
that, consciously; what point in your life did you feel that now I’m in control?

MS AMANDA
BLACK

Well I mean it had to happen when | was out of home ‘cause for the longest
obviously it’s my mom and I’ve always leaned on my mom because I’'ve
always been like...whenever | was in a situation “mommy, mommy” so last
year 2016 is when I moved out of home | was like “mommy it’s time” | was
what, 22 and | moved to the big city Jo’burg to pursue my music, it’s when
I was like okay. | remember on the bus drive to Gauteng | was...I went
through all the motions, | went through everything, | went through being
scared, 1 went through being excited and being scared again and being
excited ‘cause I’m like okay the time has come for me now to stand on my
own and then I’'m like can | do it I’m so scared, oh my word, | need
mommy, okay no | don’t, I’'m old now I need to do it for myself. So for me
in that time going there | was going through those motions. | remember
when the time actually came it was what, a few months in being alone it’s
when | experienced everything now | was like mommy can’t you come here
because | need you to do...she’s like no, you know I can’t I’'m all the way in
the Eastern Cape and you need to figure it out yourself, you need to do it,
I’m here for advice but you need to stand on your own and that’s when |
felt...it’s exhilarating. | remember making my own decisions when | didn’t
think oh, I should call mommy, no not...obviously not for advice but to say
mommy should | do this, you know, but to actually say in my mind and
understand and say okay this is a good idea if I go this way no....l
remember being aware of it and | was so excited, | was like YO!, I’m grown
up, | can actually make decisions for myself and this is when | actually
started taking control and in that even now I’m growing more and 1I’'m like
I understand what I want in life and I can see it, so only I’d understand
what | need and so often than not | kind of struggle with making other
people understand. Okay guys no, no I’m seeing this you guys are seeing
something else, you are seeing...so that’s part of obviously now the growth
in me as a young woman is that I need to understand obviously how to
communicate this plan with other people that I’m working with around me,
but it’s still exciting. Being in control, yes, it’s an exciting feeling.

DR. MALKA

Well it’s an important skill and it’s something that | think that you’ve really
communicated well across the airwaves for young women to take note, to be
conscious that you can take control of your actions; you can contemplate the
various options, you can have a conscience sitting on your shoulder whether it’s
your mom or someone else mentally advising you but really important of taking
control of who you are and where you want to go.

MS AMANDA
BLACK

Yes.

DR. MALKA

We’ve spoken about the role of women, we’ve spoken about leadership, we’ve
spoken about influences and role models in your life, what areas do you think
we need to build on the most how to benefit women in the future?

MS AMANDA
BLACK

In terms of what...in specific or....

DR. MALKA

Well let’s say from a gender equality point of view. You’re young, you’re in a
unigue position, the world is different for you so in your context if you want to
do more of what you are doing or to get further ahead, what do you think we
need to do to help change the world?




MS AMANDA
BLACK

I think more...unfortunately in the entertainment industry there aren’t a
lot...there isn’t a lot of big sister/little sister thing, you know. Unfortunately
it’s a very competitive industry and | would say that I guess it’s in a lot of
industries that it’s very competitive in that manner. | think you know to be
effective you know, yo for women to inspire young women and to actually
for the you know, to be successful, for gender equality to be successful for
us is that the older women should be more of that. It doesn’t matter if you
don’t know this young lady, you don’t know them obviously, you guys all
came into this one industry by yourself to do...to succeed or to fulfil your
dreams or whatever plans you have set out for yourself and | feel like you
can’t do it alone; I can’t change the world alone and there’s a lot of
separatedness...is that a word? There’s a lot of that, | think we are very
separated, we are not united and | think this is a great show because it’s
women in unity and it’s something that should be spoken about more
candidly and...’cause | think that people are afraid to speak the truth
whereas women are not united, we are not. You see on social media women
bash each other, young women are...there’s some level of disrespect, the
lines are not there whereas you’d be like let’s say for instance especially in
this modern age, if you now you know young ladies they don’t really see an
old woman especially in the street it’s not mamma anymore, it’s not
that...there’s no...

DR. MALKA

...a lack of respect.

MS AMANDA
BLACK

....it’s a lack of respect and in that regard it’s very impossible now for unity
you know, even as the same age...for the same age there has to be respect. |
have to respect you as a person first, you know, as another woman. | have
to respect you if we’re in the same job, we are grinding in the same way, we
are trying to achieve the same success or get to a certain level but instead
people are stepping on each other, women are beating each other down.
How are we supposed...it’s very easy to say ja, no, the government or
whoever or men must respect us they must open up a way for gender
equality, they need to respect us and give us the same equality as them, we
need to be on the same level as them when we are not on the same level as
each other. We can’t, we can’t ask them to hold hands with us in this
struggle of women equality and they will never understand the way we can
understand our own struggle so it’s very naive of us to ask other people to
understand and respect us when we don’t respect each other, so | think the
problem lies within us is that we need to stand up for each other, we need to
support each other and | think that’s also a self thing that if | can’t support
you Doctor if I don’t love myself, if I don’t have confidence, if I don’t see
myself as a being that’s worth something, if | don’t see that in myself |
won’t see it in you because then I’ll beat you down, I’ll be like no I don’t
care if she’s succeeding, she’s not the one, she’s not supposed to be
succeeding because | don’t have that confidence, | do not believe in myself.
So I think it’s also a self thing that especially the older you know women,
those that do know themselves, those that do trust their intuition, those that
do know where they are going in life is to teach the younger ones to love
themselves and | think I’ve...I’m only 23 but | feel so strongly about it that
I’ve taken it up also to express it in my music that it’s okay to fail
sometimes but women, young women need to know themselves, learn about
who you are, don’t wait for a guy to love you, love yourself, teach yourself
to love yourself and learn about who you are. | always say take the time,
I’m taking the time of being for years growing up when | realised that no
one is going to love me the way I’m going to love myself so | started being
on that journey and | think we should teach each other that.




DR. MALKA

Your passion and enthusiasm comes loud and clear that you are definitely an
advocate in terms of driving gender equality and listening to what you’re saying
we’re looking at components of getting a greater collective force amongst
women, having our older women pay back to the younger ones....

MS AMANDA
BLACK

...definitely....

DR. MALKA

....bringing them under their wing....

MS AMANDA
BLACK

....teach them....

DR. MALKA

....giving them that mentorship and inspiring them to induce self-confidence and
self-respect.

MS AMANDA
BLACK

Yes. Yo, I've seen too many incidences where women don’t respect
themselves and I think it’s also, it’s an emotional thing, it’s an emotional a
psychological thing and unfortunately if there has been...people have been
through so much in life, when you have people that are supportive, when
you see other women that are doing it so why can’t that other woman help
you, you know. We should be able to come back and be like ja | know
you’ve been through a lot in your life but you need to forgive yourself and
that’s a very big thing that we...a lot of us struggle with is forgiving
ourselves so | think forgive yourself man, everybody makes mistakes,
forgive yourself and love yourself.

DR. MALKA

Okay we’ve spoken about the build-up, looking at the future on what we need to
do to help further the gender equality agenda; if | can ask you to reflect back
and | know that you’re relatively new to your industry but | think ultimately in
whatever we do there are certain characteristics which help us move forwards
no matter what, so can you tell us about some of the factors that you consider
have contributed to your success?

MS AMANDA
BLACK

Yo, for me...perseverance. | think and it’s so important to know that
everybody fails, that that’s an obvious thing that everybody fails but not a
lot of people have the confidence to get up again, a lot of people fall and
they don’t come back from it. For me, yo a big factor obviously because |
love what I do so the passion, that goes without saying, the love for music
the passion for music, the biggest dream I’ve ever had for music was my
driving force behind never giving up, even when | felt like giving up | was
like nope, 1 still want it, nope it’s still the one it’s still my dream you know.
It was perseverance. | don’t think I would have gotten where I am without
obviously a lot of hard work but also my mental state of mind, you know,
my psychological state of mind or my emotions where | was like | need to
carry on; my constant need to continue you know and break my own
boundaries and break my own walls like you know I’m pushing...you know
‘cause you have goals so | see goals as certain lines so when you reach that
line you’re like okay lets... another one, you break that one you get to the
next one. So for me it’s been a very endurance and perseverance, for me
those were the biggest factors in me getting where I am and also being able
to allow people to help you. | wouldn’t have gotten to where | am if I had
no team around me, you know, so Yes......... just ran away

DR. MALKA

And having all of that hard work pay off in your first single, Amazulu; can you
take us back to some of those moments, what did it feel like?

MS AMANDA
BLACK

I felt amazing, it still feels incredible I think every time | perform that song
I relive that moment of when...when I wrote this song | had no idea it would
become what it is today. | think...I never planned it like yo this song I want
it do this and this and this. When | wrote this song | was simply expressing
myself | was offloading like | always say ‘cause | started off as a freestyle so
I was just talking to myself, it was like “drifting” you know, | was just




expressing and how | was feeling and it just became such a beacon of hope
or inspiration for a lot of people in South Africa and every time when |
realise that, which I forget a lot up until somebody comes up to me and tells
me their story and they’re like Amanda, your song it makes me feel this
and that and then they tell me their story and I’m like you don’t even know
me and you’re telling me your life story and | feel that’s not my doing,
that’s the music which I feel like has a life of its own.

DR. MALKA Given....

MS AMANDA | ....totally....

BLACK

DR. MALKA Given that it’s such a signature track can you share a few bars, sing a few lines
of it to give it some more exposure?

MS AMANDA | (singing- beautiful)

BLACK

DR. MALKA Thank you so much for sharing; 1’ve got goosebumps it’s really incredible!

MS AMANDA | Thank you so much.

BLACK

DR. MALKA I think that’s a very fitting way to close this show out so can | ask you lastly if
you can share a few words of inspiration which you’d like to pass on to young
girls, young women in our continent who are listening to us?

MS AMANDA | Hey guys, just...I’m not going to say a lot, just believe in yourself and

BLACK always search for yourself in everything that you do. Always trust yourself
in everything that you do because advice goes a long way but also your
own, your own interpretation of that advice is very important,
understanding, you know. So trust yourself and believe in yourself, be
yourself, basically that’s what 1I’m trying to say and be yourself, don’t stop
learning about who you are and be proud.

DR. MALKA Thank you so much for joining us it’s been an absolute pleasure having you on
the show.

MS AMANDA | Thank you for having me.

BLACK

DR. MALKA Wishing you all the very best in the next line of going platinum for the next set
of records, well done!

MS AMANDA | Thank you so much.

BLACK

PROGRAMME END




